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Letter from the Executive Director

Dear Friends,

You've done it again. Your support, encouragement, and hard work have made this year a great one
for the Bay Area’s greenbelt and for Greenbelt Alliance. Thanks to you, we've protected 74,000 addi-
tional acres of threatened farmland and open space and moved ahead with smart growth plans
around the region.

We've managed to do all this at a cost of less than $11 per acre—making Greenbelt Alliance an
extremely good investment.

Greenbelt Alliance is proud to have helped pass new urban growth boundaries this year in Fairfield
and Benicia. This step is a critical one to stem the tide of sprawl in our region and promote reinvest-
ment in our existing cities and towns. In all, 22 Bay Area cities and five counties now have urban
growth boundaries or similar protections in place, making our region a national leader in environ-
mental stewardship and smart growth.

In addition to protecting our beautiful rolling hills and productive farmlands, Greenbelt Alliance
has been hard at work providing sound solutions to the growth and development challenges con-
fronting our cities. By working with local leaders and citizens in our fastest growing communities,
we have helped move cities away from public policies that support sprawl toward plans that foster livable, walkable, transit-oriented
neighborhoods. During the last year, the American Planning Association and American Institute of Architects each recognized our efforts
in this arena by selecting two Greenbelt Alliance publications—Smart Infill and Getting it Right—for awards.

These successes are the result of your continued support. Without your generous donations, countless hours of volunteer time, and
commitment to the region’s greenbelt and Greenbelt Alliance, we could not achieve such great strides forward. Thank you.

Wy,

~—
Tom Steinbach

Executive Director, Greenbelt Alliance

2003 Highlights

74,000 GREENBELT ACRES PROTECTED

In November, voters in Fairfield and Benicia approved urban growth
boundaries that protect 74,000 acres of open space and agricultural
land from sprawl development. Greenbelt Alliance worked closely with
diverse coalitions of organizations and individuals in both cities to
ensure that local residents have the final say on development outside
the urban growth boundaries.
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TWO REPORTS WON AWARDS

Two of our reports won prestigious awards for recommending strategies to accommodate future
growth in the Bay Area while keeping the greenbelt intact. Our June 2003 report about the future of
San Jose’s Coyote Valley, Getting it Right: Preventing Sprawl in Coy-
ote Valley, won a national Honor Award for outstanding regional and
urban design from the American Institute of Architects. In addition,
our report Smart Infill: Creating More Livable Commumnities in the
Bay Area, won two honors. The California Chapter of the American
Planning Association (APA) awarded Smart Infill its 2003 Award of
Merit in Education Planning, and the APA's Northern California Sec-
tion selected the report for its 2003 Education Project Award.
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More 2003 Highlights —

To make the nine county San
Francisco Bay Area a better

LIVABLE COMMUNITIES PROGRAM EXPANDED place to live by protecting
We partnered together with the East Bay Community Foundation to expand the region’s greenbelt and
our efforts to create livable communities in the Bay Area. Evelyn Stivers improving the livability of its
became the Livable Communities Program’s Associate Director, after many cities and towns. We work

through public policy devel-
opment, advocacy and edu-
cation, in partnership with

years of successful work as our East Bay Field Representative. We are
now able to expand our work to promote affordable housing and transit-

oriented development within existing cities and towns. diverse coalitions.
Evelyn Stivers, the new Livable Commumnities Associate Director, is CENTRAL OFFICE
promoting transit oriented development and affordable housing in 631 Howard Street, Suite 510
the East Bay. San Francisco, CA 94105
(415) 543-6771
info@greenbelt.org

www.greenbelt.org.

1,700 HOUSING UNITS ENDORSED

Our Compact Development Endorsement Team endorsed
development projects will create up to 1,700 new homes in
downtowns and existing neighborhoods. The projects we
endorsed are close to shopping, jobs, and transit, and include
affordable housing units. Our endorsements not only help
create livable communities, but also help protect open space
by relieving pressure to build in the greenbelt.

SONOMA-MARIN OFFICE

50 Santa Rosa Ave., Suite 307
Santa Rosa, CA 95404

(707) 5753661
kbrown@greenbelt.org

SOUTH BAY OFFICE

1922 The Alameda, Suite 213
San Jose, CA 95126
(408) 983-0856
ksimpson@greenbelt.org

The housing units we endorsed last year have not yet
been built, but our 1996 endorsement aided the approval
process for the recently-completed Ohlone-Chynoweth

tramsit-oriented development in San Jose.. EAST BAY OFFICE

1601 North Main St., Suite 105
Walnut Creek, CA 94596
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ANOTHER GREAT GO GREENBELT! DT
Some late April showers did not dampen the enthu-

siasm of the 50 bicyclists who participated in our SOLANO-NAPA OFFICE
14th Annual Go Greenbelt! tour. The seven-day, 480- 725 Texas Street
mile bike ride raised tens of thousands of dollars Fairfield, CA 94533
for Greenbelt Alliance, and increased awareness (707) 427-2308

of the threats to Bay Area open space and the impor- bschorads@greenbel.org
tance of smart growth development. BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The 2003 ride started in sunshine and clear Michelle ?g::’spmidem
skies, but the riders later encountered rain. The ettt vy,c ¢ President
2004 ride is our biggest yet—check out our Web Margaret Spaulding,
stte at www.greenbell.org for more information Vice President

Betsy York, Vice President
David Azevedo,
Secretary-Treasurer
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and a look at the photo gallery.

Nancy Adler, Bob Berman, David
Bomberger, Janet Byron, John
Chapman, Kristen Clements, Peter
Cohen, Zach Cowan, Tina Duong,
Volker Eisele, Marilyn Farley, Mort
Fleishhacker, Robert Hambrecht,
Bud Johns, Robert E. Johnson,
Vivian Kahn, Jon Kannegaard, Jake
Mackenzie, Jean McCown, Vicki
Moore, Annette Rose, Cindy Rubin,
Michele Stratton, Dee Swanhuyser,
Laney Thornton, George D. Tuttle,
Gary Zimmerman

Staff

Tom Steinbach, Executive Director
« Blair Alpert-Sandler, Systems
Coordinator « Kelly Brown,
Sonoma-Marin Field Represen-
tative » Samantha Brownstein,
Director of Administration « Julie
Cummins, Education Program
Coordinator « Dan Fahey,
Communications Director «
Jessica Fitchen, South Bay Field

SUCCESSFUL SMART GROWTH EVENT

In September, we hosted former Maryland Governor Parris Glen-
dening, a national leader on smart growth, for a speech at San
Francisco’s Commonwealth Club about the roles of political
leadership and grassroots activism in achieving smart growth
development. Approximately 200 people attended the event,
which Greenbelt Alliance co-sponsored with the East Bay Com-
munity Foundation and Association of Bay Area Governments.

Governor Glendening discussed the importance of commu-
nity participation in decisions about growth and develop-
ment during his speech at the Commonwealth Club.

GREENBELT OUTINGS PROGRAM Representative « Anita Lalwani,
. . . Membership Assistant « Jerem
Our Outings Program provided educational Madsen. F’fe,d Director J Brenty
tours for 1,500 children and adults. Not Schoradt, Solano-Napa Field
: : Representative  Kyle Simpson,
only did we introduce people to wonders South Bay Program Coordinator
of the greenbelt, but we we also led tours Elizabeth Stampe, Development
of Bay Area cities to highlight successful Associate « Evelyn Stivers,

Associate Livable Communities
Director « |anet Stone, Livable
Communities Director o
Kit Thomas, Bookkeeper «
Steve Van Landingham,

infill projects and promote smart growth.

Our Youth Outings program took these

teens from an after school program in Development Director « Melissa
Oakland on their first trip to Angel Wright, Office Manager
Island. Founder:

Dorothy Erskine (1896-1982)
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