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San José and Silicon Valley are at a crossroads. Down one path is the route to a truly vibrant, livable, healthy place—one
of the world's greatest. Down the other is the course to sprawling development, traffic congestion, and the erosion of

quality of life. Nowhere is this choice clearer than in San José's Coyote Valley.

Over the coming months and years the City and surrounding region have an opportunity to pursue responsible growth in the
Valley that will create a new community of neighborhoods while protecting farmland, habitat, and open space. Achieving this will

take new thinking and strong leadership firmly committed to addressing economic vitality, social equity, and environmental
sustainability as equally important parts of any plan.

Greenbelt Alliance is pleased to have worked with a broad array of stakeholders, who care deeply about the future of Coyote

Valley, in crafting this vision for the region. Community groups, businesses, labor interests, environmentalists, housing
advocates, and others came together to challenge conventional thinking and establish an innovative Smart Growth approach for
development in Coyote Valley.

This publication is the result of that hard work. It is a vision that seeks to respect the beauty and character of Coyote Valley while
acknowledging the City's goal of creating a great new place with at least 50,000 jobs and at least 25,000 homes. Instead of
generic sprawl, the vision describes a place where you know your neighbors, where you can walk to work, and your kids can

walk to school. It is a vision for a livable community that includes affordable housing and connections to parks, farms, and the
Valley's spectacular rolling hills.

Turning this vision into reality will take a dramatic change in San José's current approach to Coyote Valley. Thankfully, the City's

elected officials and planners have shown great innovation and willingness to abandon outdated development patterns for new
strategies that balance economic, community, and environmental values.

Done right, Coyote Valley could be a national model of Smart Growth and the envy of other cities. Done wrong, and we'll be in

for traffic jams, smog, and sprawling development for as far as the eye can see.

Our hope is that San José will do the right thing in Coyote Valley, or do nothing at all.

Tom Steinbach
Executive Director

Greenbelt Alliance

F O R E W O R D

The intent of the Vision is to pursue responsible growth in Coyote Valley that will create a new community of neighborhoods while protecting
farmland, habitat, and open space.
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